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Question 1 — Celebrity 


Celebrity is constructed through a range of complex cultural processes, including 
relationships with fans, commercial interests, and media representations. A celebrity may 
become famous for a particular reason, and his/her fame may be sustained or changed over 
time. 


Discuss this statement, taking into account the various kinds of celebrity, and, in particular, 
the case of Princess Diana and Steve Irwin. 


(Your discussion must be supported by reference to a range of resources and readings 
recommended for this unit of study. Additional materials may also be referred to in your 
answer.) 


Question 2 — The Slap 


In what ways does The Slap (as a novel and/or as a television drama series) present 
stereotypes of Australian culture? Does it engage with subcultures within Australian society 
as they are presented in popular culture? In your response you need to consider the range 
of critical and wider public responses The S/ap has evoked. 


(Your discussion must be supported by reference to a range of resources and readings 
recommended for this unit of study. Additional materials may also be referred to in your 
answer.) 


Question 3 - Domesticated Animals 


3(a) Describe the representation of the dog as it engages with ideas of masculinity and 
femininity in the film Marley and Me. In what ways are these related to pet ownership 
and the reasons for it? 


(Your discussion must be supported by reference to the film and to a range of 
resources and readings recommended for this unit of study. Additional materials may 
also be referred to in your answer.) 


OR 


3(b) Discuss the representation of pets in popular culture. Are pets a substitute for a child 
or other, and is this the way they are represented? Your response must make detailed 
reference to the article/s by Marjorie Garber and/or Heidi Nast in the unit readings. 


(Your discussion must be supported by detailed reference to a range of resources and 
readings recommended for this unit of study. Additional materials may also be 
referred to in your answer.) 
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Question 4 - Wild Animals 


4(a) 


OR 


4(b) 


The benefit of keeping wild animals in a zoo environment is represented in popular 
culture as the ability to preserve an endangered species, in addition to encouraging 
better public buying practices. The argument is presented that zoos entail animal 
welfare by promoting the discontinuation of purchases that encourage poaching and 
illegal activities. Does this, though, outweigh the exploitation inherent in making non- 
human animals spectacles for the entertainment and education of human animals? 


(Your discussion must be supported by reference to a range of resources and 
readings recommended for this unit of study. Additional materials may also be 
referred to in your answer.) 


What do the many images of unlikely pairings of wild animals in popular culture 
indicate about the way human animals view non-human animals? In your response 
you must include detailed reference to the ideas of either Steven Best and/or Randy 
Malamud in the unit readings. 


(Your discussion must be supported by reference to a range of resources and 
readings recommended for this unit of study. Additional materials may also be 
referred to in your answer.) 


Please remember - This examination paper MUST BE HANDED IN. Failure to do so may result in 


the cancellation of all marks for this examination. 


Writing your name and number on the front will help us confirm that your paper has been returned. 


